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GOOD LUCK
to our very own

sales | service | detail | collision

charlie smith Craig ladd

www.�etchs.com    231-347-9651    805 Charlevoix Ave Petoskey MI 
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What is the Top O’ Michigan What is the Top O’ Michigan 
Outboard Racing Club?Outboard Racing Club?

The Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing Club started in 
1949 as the Top O’ Michigan Marathon Association by 
local supporters from the Northern Michigan area. The 
Club has continued supporting the area and promoting 
the race for the past 78 years. The group of approximately 
25 active members has continued to put on the oldest 
and most prestigious race in the Outboard marathon 
circuit. Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing Club hosts the 
Marathon Nationals and a short course and marathon 
race on Grand Lake in Presque Isle, Michigan each year.

In 2013, the Top O’ Michigan Marathon won the American 
Power Boat Association Kevin Ladd Award Best Stock Outboard 
Race in Region 6. The permanent plaque is housed at the Inland 
Water Route Historical Museum in Alanson.

The Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing Club 
would like to thank all the residents, volunteers, 
U.S. Coast Guard and Auxiliary, Cheboygan and 
Emmet County Sheriff and Law Enforcement 
Divisions, Department of Natural Resources, 
Township officials, Ambulance services and 
patrol boats for their help in making this race 
successful.

For more information on the Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing Club,For more information on the Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing Club,
please visit www.tomorc.org or email tomorc.race@gmail.com please visit www.tomorc.org or email tomorc.race@gmail.com 

2026 BOARD MEMBERS

2026 CLUB MEMBERS

           From Left:  Sarah Bek–Treasurer
		  Peter Lauer–Vice Commodore
		  Dan Pearson–Associate Member
		  Brittany Woodthorp–Secretary 
		  Samantha Fairbairn–Commodore

Photo Credit: J Schwartz Photography
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Club Members of the YearClub Members of the Year

“THANK YOU ISN’T REALLY ENOUGH TO EXPRESS 
HOW GRATEFUL AND OVERJOYED YOU’VE MADE US!”  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 -TOMORC MEMBERS

MARK ANDREA

DALE AND ANGIE BERRY

PATROL BOAT VOLUNTEERS

INLAND LAKES ROBOTICS CLUB

J. SCHWARTZ PHOTOGRAPHY

COAST GUARD AUXILIARY

DNR

LOCAL LAW  ENFORCEMENT 
& FIRE DEPARTMENTS

The Top O’ Michigan 
Outboard Racing 

Club sincerely thanks 
each and every one of 
you for the donation, 

generosity and 
support, because of 
it, the racers would 
not enjoy this annual 
event after 78 years.  
Here’s to 2027 and 

many more! 

By: Samantha Fairbairn, TOMORC Commodore

Our Top O’ 2025 Members of the Year are:  

Fred and Freddie Hollerback!

Fred and Freddie are what most people call a 

‘dynamic duo’. A father and son dream team, if 

you will! Fred and Freddie always show up and 

lend helping hands. They can often be seen 

together tackling the heavy lifting or jobs that most 

people don’t want to do. Freddie’s nimble nature 

normally finds him in questionable areas doing the 

tasks us older folk are unwilling to complete (thanks 

Freddie!). Two extremely kind and very helpful 

people that we are blessed to call club members. 

Hard workers, legendary racers, good people. 

Thanks Fred and Freddie!
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CALL/TEXT FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
(231) 597-6556

PO Box 155, Mullett Lake, MI 49761
shanedavidroofing@gmail.com

VETERAN OWNED. LOCALLY OPERATED.
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2025 D2025 DEFENDING CHAMPSEFENDING CHAMPS

DSR championDSR champion FredFredHollerback
Hollerback

Alanson, MI

RACE DIRECTOR
Tom Fairbairn
Peter Lauer
Chris Hagerl

CHIEF REFEREE
Steve Roskowski

ASSISTANT REFEREE
Robert Trolian

INSPECTORS 
Tom Johnston
Daniel Pearson
Brian Mitsch

ANNOUNCER
John Broge

SCORER
Tracy Trolian 

RISK MANAGER
Samantha Fairbairn
Karl Armstrong

RESCUE ORGANIZER
Rosanne Jodway
Wilma Wienczak

Race OfficialsRace Program

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7 
5:00 – 7:00 P.M. 	 Driver’s Registration at Pits 
4:30 – 7:30 P.M. 	   Dinner at Pits  
		    Private for Racers and Volunteers Only 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
7:30 – 8:30 A.M. 	 Driver’s Registration at Pits
9:30 A.M. 	 Driver’s Meeting 
	 DeVoe Beach 
12:00 P.M.	 Start of Marathon Race

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
9:30 A.M.	 Driver’s Meeting 
	 DeVoe Beach
12:00 P.M.	 Start of Marathon Race
4:30 P.M. 	 Awards Presentation 
	 and Food at Pits

csr championcsr champion ChaseChasefairbairn
fairbairn

harbor springs, mi

15SSR champion15SSR champion jackjack
lyonslyons

marlborough, nh

ASR championASR champion daviddavidwoodlewoodle
jr.jr.

groton, ma

jsr championjsr champion carsoncarsonfierekfierek

detour village, mi

DAY 1 
Saturday’s Course: Approximately 45 miles 
LeMans start at the pits in Burt Lake running into 
Burt Lake approximately 1/2 mile to a turn buoy 
and then returning to the mouth of the Indian 
River.  The race then runs through the entire length 
of Indian River into Mullett Lake to a check point 
in front of the Breaker’s, then along the west 
shore of Mullett Lake and up the full length of the 
Cheboygan River to a turnaround in the City of  
Cheboygan, and then returns over the same course 
to a finish line in the Indian River.

DAY 2
Sunday’s Course: Approximately 42 miles
LeMans start at the pits in Burt Lake, then running 
across Burt Lake to a check point on the west 
shore, up the west shoreline of Burt Lake through 
the Crooked River and around Crooked Lake, back 
through the Crooked River, across Burt Lake, 
through the Indian River to a turnaround in Mullett 
Lake, then returning through the Indian River to a 
finish line.

NOTE: For safety purposes, the area between 
the M-68 Bridge and the Locks is considered to 
be a “NO RACE” zone.

25SSR champion25SSR champion JamesJames
KleinKlein

davisburg, mi
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where boaters 
go to ski

The Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing Club would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the incredible people who help our racers along the way.thank all the incredible people who help our racers along the way.
Over the years, we have heard countless stories of people watching 
from their homes along the river who rush to help drivers in need—
bringing tools, rope, duct tape, or anything else that might get them 
back in the race. And when that doesn’t work, they welcome racers 
up to their homes for a refreshment and a comfortable place to watch 
until they can be brought back to the race pits. Or the fans watching 
from their boats who step in to tow a broken-down race boat in and 
taken the driver on board until the race is done.

These moments are far bigger than boat racing. They are examples of 
the kind of humanity we hope our children and future generations will 
witness and carry forward. In a world that often focuses on differences, 
these acts of kindness, compassion, generosity, and willingness to help a stranger remind us what truly matters.

The Top O’ Michigan Marathon Nationals is known for exciting racing, but it is the people along the river, 
on the water, and throughout our communities who make this event special. Thank you for lending a hand,  
opening your homes, sharing your boats, and showing our racers what it means to be part of a caring 
community.

“A single act of kindness throws out roots in all directions, 
and the roots spring up and make new trees.”

					      — Amelia Earhart

The Top O’ Michigan Racing Club would like to take this opportunity to thank all the incredible 
people who help our racers along the way. 

Over the years, we have heard countless stories of people watching from their homes along the 
river who rush to help drivers in need—bringing tools, rope, duct tape, or anything else that 
might get them back in the race. And when that doesn’t work, they welcome racers up to their 
homes for a refreshment and a comfortable place to watch until they can be brought back to the 
race pits.  Or the fans watching from their boats who step in to tow a broken-down race boat in 
and taken the driver on board until the race is done. 

These moments are far bigger than boat racing. They are examples of the kind of humanity we 
hope our children and future generations will witness and carry forward. In a world that often 
focuses on differences, these acts of kindness, compassion, generosity, and willingness to help a 
stranger remind us what truly matters. 

The Top O’ Michigan Marathon Nationals is known for exciting racing, but it is the people along 
the river, on the water, and throughout our communities who make this event special. Thank you 
for lending a hand, opening your homes, sharing your boats, and showing our racers what it 
means to be part of a caring community. 

"A single act of kindness throws out roots in all directions, and the roots spring up and 
make new trees." — Amelia Earhart 

 

jackjack
lyonslyons
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Johnston 
Racing
Since 1962

Yamato Parts & Repair
tjohnston15m@live.com

(734) 344-9950
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If you received a trophy from Top O’, you probably did not 
realize that Gene perhaps was the person who selected 
them for many years.  Gene was born into racing Top O’ as 
a second-generation boat racer.  His parents were some of 
the original members of the Top O’ Michigan Racing Club 
that worked with the Top O’ Michigan Marathon Association.  
Elmer and Elsie worked tirelessly for years working to put on 
the marathon.  They taught and mentored Gene to work 
and help other racers succeed.  Gene passed this on to 
his son Brian who took on the challenge.  His wife Donna, 
worked as a scorer and supported not only Gene but the 
organization. Gene and his family were always ready to 
lend a hand wherever possible. Gene was known as always 
being fair, kind, and helpful to his peers no matter where or 
when.

At a young age, Gene joined the United States Army. He proudly served his 
country from 1970-1972 with a tour in Germany.  Gene worked many years 
as the physical plant director of the maintenance plant at North Central 
Michigan College where his older son Randy now works.  He retired from 
NCMC after 30 years. He served on the Alanson Fire Department for 41 
years, retiring as Assistant Chief. 
He also served on the zoning 
and fire board. 

Gene enjoyed boat racing 
and collecting and refurbishing 
antique cars and snowmobiles, 
where he won many awards. His 
greatest passion was hunting. 

Gene won the coveted Top O’ Michigan Marathon three 
times between 1995 to 2009 in the BSR class.

Gene will be missed by the Top O’ Michigan Outboard 
Racing Club and so many other racers that he 
helped throughout the years. His legacy will 
be forever in the hearts of boat racers and the 
Village of Alanson which he loved and lived.

Gene Greenacre - A Lifetime Dedicated to Racing and Community
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HOME is where the 
water is.

3412 S Straits Hwy Indian RIver Mi 49749
231.238.7400Cheboygan  I  Onaway  I  Mackinaw City  I  Pellston  I Indian River  I   Alanson  I     Petoskey

good 
luck 
racers

F r o m  y o u r  b a n k  a l o n g  t h e  w a t e r w a y

www.cnbismybank.com

New  •  Pre-Owned  •  Rentals  •  Service  •  Parts  •  Collision
wheelermotors.com

Free WI-FI  •  Walk-in or Appointments Welcome
Shuttle Available in Town

800-422-1601
231-626-7126

Mon-Fri: 7:30am - 6pm  •  Sat: 8am - 1pm
11401 N. Straits Hwy.  •  Cheboygan

THE ALL NEW 
CHEVY BLAZER
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Industrial Dust Collectors :        www.proventilation.com  

Process Ventilation Equipment : Metal Fabrication 

Structural-Welding-Engineering   

 lynn@proventilation.com gary@proventilation.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

Custom Designed Modular Homes
Serving Northern Michigan Since 1975

Find us on facebook or visit us at
www.NorthCountryHomesCorp.com

(231) 838-2880 

(231) 838-3506

Andrew Pollard
Owner

SHOWER DOORS
VINYL WINDOWS
WINDOW REPAIR

AUTO GLASS
MIRRORS

LOUIE KENNEDY

10994 N. STRAITS HWY.
CHEBOYGAN, MI 49721

PHONE 627-4426
straitsareaglass@yahoo.com
FAX # 231-627-4496

Straits Area Glass, Inc.

STORE FRONTS 
MIRRORS 

AUTO GLASS 

�traits J\r.ea Qllass, �nc_ 
10994 N. STRAITS HWY. 

CHEBOYGAN, MICHIGAN 49721 

PHONE 627-4426 
straitsareaglass@yahoo.com
FAX # 231-627 -4496

TOP O’ MICHIGAN MARATHON NATIONALS - 2023                                                                         43

231-238-0344 Phone
www.faymartin.com 

Cabin & Pontoon Rentals 
Right On Indian River!

 8502 Carter Road

VINYL NUMBERS   PROP COVERS   T-SHIRTS
& all your graphic design needs

cashensky@gmail.com  269-718-7855
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When racers pull into Indian River, it doesn’t feel 
like arriving at an event—it feels like pulling into a 
hometown.

They see the same faces in the pits, the volunteers 
who remember their names, and the locals 
who’ve been standing in the same favorite spots 
on the shoreline year after year. The air smells like 
fuel, food stands, and river water, and instead of 
nerves taking over, there’s this sense of ease: 

“I know THIS place. I know THESE people.”

In the staging area, they’re swapping tools, 
stories, and last-minute tips with other teams who 
feel less like rivals and more like cousins they only 
get to see a few weekends a year. There’s joking, 
handshakes, hugs, and that quiet understanding 
that everyone here loves the same thing in the 
same way.

On the water, they race hard—it’s loud, fast, and 
intense—but the river itself feels familiar, like a 
course they’ve grown up on. Back on shore, kids 
run around the trailers, families share coolers and 
camp chairs, and the line between “team” and 
“spectator” pretty much disappears. People ask 
how the boat’s running, how the family’s doing, 
what events they’re headed to next—and they 
genuinely care about the answers.

By the end of the weekend, whether they 
leave with a trophy or just a tired engine and 
sunburned shoulders, the feeling is the same: 
Indian River isn’t just another stop on the circuit. 
It’s the place where racers can drop their guard, 
be themselves, and feel like they’ve come home 
to a big group of friends who’ve been waiting all 
year to see them again.
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The year that Top O was nearly canceled!
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Good Luck Chase!Good Luck Chase!Good Luck Chase!

FAIRBAIRN - A TRUSTED NAME IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN SINCE 1895.

Specialized in listings and sales along the Inland Waterway..  

7569 US 31 South, P.O. Box 560, Alanson, MI 49706 | 231.548.9336
@FairbairnRealty 

We’ll help you race to your vacation home.

www.FairbairnRealty.com 

CSR SponsorCSR Sponsor
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JSR

Sydney allen	�  9M
Havre De Grace, Maryland

Tyler Burdick	� 12H
Hampshire, Illinois

sulli bey	� 17M
Boyne City, Michigan

carson fierek� 19M
Detour Village, Michigan

Taylor veum	�  23P
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan

Gabriel Parrott� 57R
Hudsonville, Michigan

Austin Veum	�  3S
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan

Chase Tenbusch� 912M
Oxford, Michigan

Minimum Overall Weight:  300 lbs.
Motor:  Mercury 15 Restricted, 
	    OMC 15 Restricted
Minimum Age: 9 years
Speeds Attained:  35-40 mph
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ASR

andy anderson� 24W

michael mackenzie 
Canada � 3CE

Hudsonville, Michigan

John Peeters� F499
Arlington, Washington

Dominick Trolian �99W
Milan, Michigan

Isabella hearn� 9F
Valparaiso, Indiana

nathan marohn� 269M
Stevensville, Michigan

Abby pond� 24E
Richmond, Virginia

David Woodle, Jr.�43B
Groton, Massachusetts

Minimum Overall Weight:  350 lbs.
Motor:  OMC, Mercury, Sidewinder

Minimum Age: 14 years
Speeds Attained:  46-53 mph

fredrick hollerback, III	
Alanson, Michigan � 221M

Edward o’neil	� 4Z
Boston, Massachusetts

Ari Roberts� 9A
Maine

elliot allen� 136M
Lake Odessa, Michigan

BSR
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15 SSR

CHRIS HAGERL	�  4M
Brutus, Michigan

JARON BRIDGET� 756M
Cadillac, Michigan

EDWARD HEARN� 14H
Valparaiso, Indiana

JACK LYONS� 6A
Marlborough, New Hampshire

BSR

Minimum Overall Weight:  360 lbs.         Motor:  Hot Rod, Sidewinder
Minimum Age: 15 years		               Speeds Attained:  56-62 mph

Minimum Overall Weight:  395 lbs
Motor:  Sidewinder, Mercury
Minimum Age: 16 years
Speeds Attained:  60-65 mph
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25 SSR

Willliam affholter
Bad Axe, Michigan 	 � 25

samantha fairbairn	
Alanson, Michigan                 44M

Connor handy� 10F
Lenox, Michigan

leland broge� 67M
Wyandotte, Michigan

Dustin Fierek	�  19M
DeTour Village, Michigan

Brent johnson� 82M
Cheboygan, Michigan

Minimum Overall Weight:  395, 405, or 415 lbs based on motor
Motor:  Mercury, Yamato, Hot Rod
Minimum Age: 16 years
Speeds Attained:  58-65 mph

marissa affholter 
Bad Axe, Michigan� 51M

Austin duggan� 78M
Ortonville, Michigan

zachary Giegler�166M
Indian River, Michigan
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Joel kiddy	�  18M
Louisville, Kentucky

Thomas loomis� 41M
Alanson, Michigan

daniel pearson� 89M
Harbor Springs, Michigan

charlie smith� 149M
Petoskey, Michigan

James Klein	�  91M
Davisburg, Michigan

Trey Marquard� 69V
Puyallup, Washington

christopher ritz	�
Cadillac, Michigan� 911M

john wlodarski III
Newton, New Jersey                       9V

Hal leduc	�  212M
White Lake, Michigan

Tom Morrical	� 8H
Grabill, Indiana

chad siler� 116M
Spring Lake, Michigan

mason johnson� 57M
Cheboygan, Michigan
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CSR

Minimum Overall Weight:  475 lbs
Motor:  Yamato 102/302, 321
Minimum Age: 16 years
Speeds Attained:  55-65 mph

Ryan Burdick� 22V
Hampshire, Illinois

Justin Gibson� 113V
Depere, Wisconsin

Colin handy� 233M
Harrison Township, Michigan

brennan conners
Indian River, Michigan� 655M

Justin giegler      66M
Indian River, Michigan

spencer hamlin� 812M
Indian River, Michigan

curt birginal� 99W
Rhinelander, Wisconsin

Chase fairbairn� 44M
Harbor Springs, Michigan

Pete hall	�  22H
Cedarville, Indiana

Shawn Dejonge� 48M
Hamilton, Michigan

pat gorchals	� 41W
Weyauwega, Wisconsin

chris harley� 22J
Ringoes, New Jersey

elek Hutchinson  36M
Traverse City, Michigan

garin janicki       201M
Harbor Springs,  Michigan

JOHNNY ADAMS        14R
Monroe, Washington

Mike akerstrom     11E
Westford, Massachusetts

kyle bahl� 20R
Edmonds, Washington
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michael jodway� 33M
Livonia, Michigan

ken lupton	� 11W
New Zealand

lynne pearson� 23M
Harbor Springs, Michigan

Rob kolander� 88M

Logan McMullen	�  9M
Indian River, Michigan

mario peralta� 22EC
Ecuador

jamison janicki 202M
Harbor Springs, Michigan

peter lauer	 24M
Harbor Springs, Michigan

Mac pfalzer� 999V
Lake Forest, Illinois

john larosa� 14U
Bozeman, Montana

michael parrott
Hudsonville, Michigan           

sam pilato� 87M
Plymouth, Michigan

Timothy Ross� 75M
Waterford Township, Michigan

dylan runne� 7M
Rumson, New Jersey

kyle roskowski� 12M
Mooresville, Indiana

thomas schlarb� 70M
Youngstown, Ohio

Logan sweeney� 83M
Delaware, Ohio

Paul teike� 85M
Levering, Michigan

jacob smith� 145M
Harbor Springs, Michigan

Beau vizina� 134M
Indian River, Michigan

travis vizina� 672M
Cheboygan, Michigan

cody wilson� 148M
Cheboygan, Michigan

sheldon vizina� 129M
Indian River, Michigan

ryan wolfe� 366M
Grand Blanc, Michigan
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DSR
luke bosker	�  441M
Harbor Springs, Michigan

owyne greenier  114M	
 Alanson, Michigan

CRAIG LADD� 140M
Alanson, Michigan

Rich Welch	        61M
Grosse Point Woods, Michigan

troy bosker	�  442M
Harbor Springs, Michigan

fred hollerback 22M
Alanson, Michigan

josh Pearson	� 95M
Berkley, Michigan

Minimum Overall Weight:  515 lbs

Motor:  
Mercury/Mariner, Bass/Tohatsu

Minimum Age: 16 years

Speeds Attained:  63-73 mph

erik esser	�  192M
Traverse City, Michigan

will hungo� 444M
Alanson, Michigan

mark weber	�  55M
Detroit, Michigan
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The Top O' Michigan Outboard Racing Club salutes 
photographer John Schwartz for his annual efforts 
providing fantastic, and sometimes heart-stopping, 

photos of our marathon race. Thank You!!

25SSR Sponsor25SSR Sponsor

Bill Goggin

Minimum Overall Weight:  515 lbs

Motor:  
Mercury/Mariner, Bass/Tohatsu

Minimum Age: 16 years

Speeds Attained:  63-73 mph
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231-347-8890
8625 Commerce Court

Harbor Springs, MI  49740

www.harborrustproofing.com
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BOAT, ORV + SNOWMOBILE SALES
M-F  8:30-5:30pm   SAT  8:30-2pm

SALES  231-238-9315
SERVICE/PARTS  231-238-8265

4879 S Straits Hwy 
Indian River, MI 49749

burtlakemarina.com

A half mile north of the DNR trailhead at White Rd  and South Straits Hwy.  ®, TM and 
the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. or its affiliates.

PRINTING 🚤🚤 BANNERS

SIGNS 🚤🚤VEHICLE graphics

🚤🚤TRAILER GRAPHICS

BOAT NUMBERS AND MORE 

8742 McBride Park Court   |  Harbor Springs, MI  49740
231.347.1253 

A surprising, scary, terrifying, difficult and intense turn in Crook ed River
Devil’s Elbow is almost a 360 degree turn where the river bends back on itself and is the tightest in the whole marathon course

Photo Credits: J. Schwartz PhotographyPhoto Credits: J. Schwartz Photography

 De vi l ’ s  E lb ow 

15SSR SPONSOR15SSR SPONSOR

231-347-8890
8625 Commerce Court

Harbor Springs, MI  49740
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“DEVIL’S ELBOW” on the Crooked River  is a 
very tight, blind S-type bend. It is one of the 
sharpest turns on the racing course used during 
the race.  The channel is narrow and winding, 
so you have limited room to set up and exit 
the corner, especially when racing side by 
side.  Current, shallows, and shoreline hazards 

(like rocks, stumps, 
or docks depending 
on water levels and 
exact location) make 
line choice and boat 
control critical.



TOP O’ MICHIGAN MARATHON NATIONALS - 2026				                                                	   27



28                                                                                                      TOP O’ MICHIGAN MARATHON NATIONALS - 2026



TOP O’ MICHIGAN MARATHON NATIONALS - 2026				                                                	   29



30                                                                                                      TOP O’ MICHIGAN MARATHON NATIONALS - 2026

RIP 1-US 

• “So the turtle’s fine and the boat is totaled? That’s not a collision; that’s a Pixar movie plot.” 
• “Well, that’s one way to lose to someone with a shell of a lot less horsepower.” 

• “Bro benches his bodyweight for reps, but folds under pressure by a walking helmet with flippers.” 
• “Luke’s got diesel power, gym power, mustache power…still lost to a turtle on cruise control.” 
• “You lift six days a week just to get your ego PR’d by a reptile that needs a week to cross the road.” 

“Keep your eyes on the water Luke. All that 
gym time and that mustache don’t mean 
anything if the one muscle you refuse to use is 
your eyeballs. The turtles are 1-0 on you.” 

what can you say to someone who hit a turtle with his race boat 
and the boat is wrecked and the turtle is fine 

If you tell me who you’re roasting and a detail about them, I 
can sharpen these to fit them better. 

Luke, mustache, lifts weights, diesel truck 

DSR SponsorDSR Sponsor
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Daves Place 
Storage

Boat, RV Auto Boat, RV Auto 
Personal Personal 
OutsideOutside

231-420-6303

Things looked a little 
different for the J 
Runabout racers 75 years 
ago. The life jackets were 
bulkier, the helmets were 
heavier, and Kevlar was 
still years away from 
being invented. Judging 
by these photos, a few 
of these young racers 
may have been steering 
more by instinct than by 
sight—their helmets seem 
almost bigger than they 
are! Somehow, they still 
managed to find the 
course and fuel a lifelong 
love of boat racing.

Back in the day with the J's

Throttled

231-238-2321 
3464 S. Straits Hwy, Indian River, MI  49749

wildwoodcoffeecompany@gmail.com 
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The Heart of the Pits: Bryan Lauer’s Lasting Legacy

The Lauer family has deep roots in boat racing, especially with the Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing 
Club. Bryan began racing in the early 1990s and continued in stock outboard and inflatables for 
more than 15 years. He was an active club member, served on numerous race committees, and 
was always the first to volunteer when asked. He helped build this club, and Top O’, into what it is 
today. His presence will be desperately missed. These races won’t be the same without him. He was 
a staple, an expectation, and one of the most quietly generous people you could ever meet. Race 
in peace, Bryan.  

We asked several people who knew Bryan to share their favorite stories and the things they remembered 
most about him. A common theme ran through every response: Bryan had a remarkable way of 
making everyone feel welcome.

Whether you were a close friend or someone he had just met, Bryan had a gift for drawing you in, 
remembering your name, and making you feel like you belonged. People spoke repeatedly about 
his generosity—of time, of attention, and of spirit—and his constant willingness to help others, often 
without being asked and without expecting anything in return. 

“Bryan will be remembered for his kindness, his willingness to help others, and the friendships he built along the way.  
His legacy will continue to be felt every time we gather at the races he loved so much.” ~Fred Hollerback

“What I loved most about Bryan was his brutal, straightforward honesty. You always knew exactly where you stood 
with him. We served on the school board together for many years, and his one and only goal was always what was 
best for the kids.  He was one of the most gracious people I know.  Every race he had a trailer full of food and drinks 
for anyone who showed up.  He did that every race for 30 years.”  ~Paul Fairbairn

“Our dog Tucker just loved Bryan and he loved to spoil Tucker.  All I would have to say was Bryan’s name and Tucker 
would want to go looking for him.  Tucker would sneak away from the motorhome every chance he got and I would 
walk over to the Lauer trailer, and he would be standing in it like he owned it.”    ~ Sandy, Mark & Tucker Tate

“Friend, confidante, loyal, brash and silent philanthropist.  If you wanted a straight answer, you would get it from 
Bryan.  Bryan asked me if he could copy my winning boat.  He would come down on weekends to work on the boat, and 
he would often bring Peter with him.  The boat was very well built and fast.  The boat racing community has lost a 
real ICON!”  ~ Don Voisin

“The first time I ever met Bryan, we were at a race in Florida.  My son’s motor was having issues, and I was on my 
way to scratch for the day.  Bryan asked where I was going and when I told him, he said, ‘Bull****, go get a motor 
from our trailer.’  So, I asked him which one I should take and he said, ‘Just grab any one of them, it doesn’t matter.’  
What I will always remember most about Bryan is his compassion for others and his infectious laugh.  He will be 
deeply missed by everyone who had the privilege of knowing him.”  ~ Jim Sweeney
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“Bryan was a good friend and one you could always count on.  He would aways step forward to help out and was the 
most generous person that I have ever met.  I miss you terribly.” ~Tom Fairbairn Jr.

“I laugh just thinking about how much he liked to laugh.  Bryan and I enjoyed sporting clays very much and honing our 
skills and comparing notes on improvement.  One of my favorite days was shooting with him and Vic Brinkman.  Both 
champions in many different ways.”    ~ Bob Austin

“Whether a friend or foe you make, whoever you are, in his presence he made you feel absolutely comfortable around 
him.  God bless him and blessings to his family.”   ~ Gordon Pearson

“I was honored that Bryan thought enough of me to build a boat for him and Peter.  Peter went on to win with that boat.  
I will miss his sense of humor and his kindness towards me.  What a Man!” ~ Mark Kurz

“Bryan treated the Bennett’s like gold!  Drinking fireball shots with my wife and giving Kelsey a brand-new racing 
motor out of the blue.  He talked me into selling him the best A runabout I ever built, and Pete beat me with it at the 
next nationals!  He is a friend you can never replace!!” ~ Dave Bennett

“Oh Bryan!!  You coached our JV football team, and I will never forget on the first day, you said, ‘Team captains are 
Phillips and Bosker, appointed by me, and if you don’t like it, leave!’  You know where you stood with Bryan ALWAYS!  
No matter our adventures, whether it be hunting, boat racing, snowmobiling, or golfing, he was a competitor, mentor 
and best of all a TRUE FRIEND!” ~ Troy Bosker

These memories and words paint a clear picture of who Bryan was: a generous heart, an open door, 
and a steady presence who made the world feel a little kinder for everyone around him.
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RESULTS
DATA-DRIVEN STRATEGIES
THAT DRIVE GROWTH

VISIBILITY
INCREASE YOUR ONLINE
PRESENCE.

ENGAGEMENT
CONNECT WITH YOUR
AUDIENCE.

GROWTH
MORE LEADS. MORE
CUSTOMERS. MORE SALES.

DIGITAL
MARKETING

Comprehensive digital marketing
strategies that increase brand

awareness and drive conversions.

High-quality visuals that capture
attention, tell your story, and

elevate your brand.

VIDEOGRAPHY &
PHOTOGRAPHY

WEB
DESIGN

Modern, responsive websites that
look great, work seamlessly, and
convert visitors into customers.

Improve your search rankings,
drive organic traffic, and get
found by more of your ideal

customers

GOOGLE
SEO

OUR SERVICES

MARKETING
THAT GETS YOU
NOTICED.
STRATEGIC MARKETING. POWERFUL CONTENT
REAL RESULTS.

TopShot Marketing helps businesses grow through
customized digital strategies that build your brand
and drive measurable results.

READY TO GROW
YOUR BUSINESS?
LET’S CREATE SOMETHING POWERFUL TOGETHER.

topshotmediaco.com

989-493-4890

JSR SponsorJSR Sponsor
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HARBOR SPRINGS   |   BAY HARBOR   |   CHEBOYGAN   |   CHARLEVOIX   |   TRAVERSE CITY   |   HOLLAND   |   ALGONAC

CALL OR TEXT 231.526.2141   ·   WALSTROM.COM 

REGAL LS6

INDIAN RIVER
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9597 N. Straits Hwy
Cheboygan, MI 49721

231-627-3300

All your home renovation and 
light commercial construction needs

www.creeksideconstructionco.com
www.facebook.com/creeksideconstructionco

HARBOR SPRINGS   |   BAY HARBOR   |   CHEBOYGAN   |   CHARLEVOIX   |   TRAVERSE CITY   |   HOLLAND   |   ALGONAC

CALL OR TEXT 231.526.2141   ·   WALSTROM.COM 

SEA RAY SLX 260 
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Harbor Springs | Bay Harbor | Cheboygan | Charlevoix | Traverse City | Holland | Algonac

231-526-2141  |  Walstrom.com

INDIAN RIVER

9597 N. Straits Hwy
Cheboygan, MI 49721

231-627-3300
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Member SIPC

Brandon Weir, CFP®, WMCP®
Financial Advisor
6301 M-68, Suite G
P.O. Box 39
Indian River, MI 49749
231-290-6115

Make your financial future a priority.
Let's plan your future together.

> edwardjones.comEJB-19325-A-E-DA-2

Good Luck 
Racers 

LeDuc Racing

Serving The Northern Michigan Tip
For Over 69 Years
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THE
GREAT AMERICAN

VALVETRAIN     CO.TM

jesel.com 732-901-1800

ASR SPONSORASR SPONSOR
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F a r m B u r e a u I n s u r a n c e . c o m
11512 N. Straits Hwy

Cheboygan, MI

231-627-9061
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ANCHOR IN
C h e b o y g a n  R i v e r

M a r i n a  &  S t o r a g e

Where the Cheboygan River 
meets the Black River.

Gas, pump outs, overnight slips, 
storage, Ship Store, Boutique, 

Beer and Wine

Open May-October Daily

   
231-627-4620
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 Indian River, Michigan

 231-420-0774

By: Tom Morrical, Team Stars Strip

It was the fall of 1999 
when my brother’s 
neighbor brought 
home a program 
from the Top O’ 
Michigan boat 
race.  I was instantly 
m e s m e r i z e d , 
especially when 

my neighbor, Skip Paul, informed me that the Top 
O’ Michigan boat race is the greatest marathon 
boat race still in existence. 

Fast forward 11 months, and I waås in Indian River 
getting ready to race a 25 runabout rig.  Having 
never raced before, to say I was nervous would be 
an understatement.  I obviously didn’t know what I 
was doing, at registration Mary Ellen Hagerl asked 
me numerous questions, all of which I didn’t know 
the answer to.  She seemed frustrated with me to 
say the least.

So You Want to Race Top O’?
On race day, I 
was informed that 
my transom was 
¾” too tall.  Brian 
Mitsch’s response 
was “Well, that’s 
quite unfortunate.” 
Undeterred, we 
made the necessary 
adjustments in time 
and I was off to the races.

The Top O’ Michigan Marathon Nationals is a two-
day race. Day one went well, day two not so well.  
My boat barrel-rolled off of a pleasure boat wake, 
and much to my dismay, that was the end of my 
first Top O’ Michigan Marathon National boat race.

I was not discouraged however, and I am still 
racing to this day.  Throughout the years, I have 
met many amazing people and I have raced with 
true legends including Andy Butterfield, John Broge, 
Mike Affholter, Rob Wilkens and Brian Mitsch. 
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FULL SERVICE  ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Williamsburg, MI Charleston, SC Piqua, OH

Looking for reliable, professional, and
innovative electrical services?
Shoreline Power Services has been
providing just that since 2012. 
Our mission is to provide high quality
solutions & the best costumer
experience with a strong devotion to
safety. 

Grand Rapids, MI

CALL US!
231-267-3267

You can trust our team with all of
your unique electrical needs!

    service calls

    construction

    data communications

    automation

    container-based power systems



TOP O’ MICHIGAN MARATHON NATIONALS - 2026				                                                	   43

i

Dustin Pearson - A Life Lived at Full Throttle
Dustin Pearson was a fiercely competitive Michigan boat racer whose talent and determination 

on the water earned him induction into the APBA Hall of Fame in 2023. A multiple-time national 

champion in C Stock Runabout, he also set impressive speed records in B Stock Hydro and 25 Stock 

Runabout, securing his place as one of the sport’s greats. 

Off the racecourse, Dustin poured that same intensity into the things he loved most—hunting, 

snowmobiling, and playing hockey—while still being the life of the party. He loved the dance floor, 

could light up any room, and had a rare gift for making people smile and laugh. Above all his 

achievements, he was most proud of his children, Reed and Baker, and his wife, Devan, who were 

always at the center of his world.
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GOOD LUCK RACERS!
WORLD FAMOUS 

PINEHURST INN BAR & GRILL
BEST PIZZA ON THE PLANET! 

Excellent Burgers! 
Bud Bucket Specials!

6214 LAKE STREET on the INDIAN RIVER
(231) 238-9362

WATCH 
THE BOAT 

RACES 
WITH US
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For reservations: 

(231) 238-2137

Our menu offers 
ala cart steaks, seafood, 

salads & shareables

4653 S Straits Hwy. 
Indian River

Indian River’s Boutique Steakhouse 
in the Heart of Northern Michigan

Silo Bar and Patio seating 
now open seasonally

michaelstavernandsteakhouse.com

Check Facebook for live music
@MichaelsTavernandSteakhouse

Craft cocktails, beer & 
extensive wine selection

Good Luck 129M!
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JOIN THEFamily

FerneliusAuto.com

9597 N. Straits Hwy
Cheboygan, MI 49721

231-627-3300

All your home renovation and 
light commercial construction needs

www.creeksideconstructionco.com
www.facebook.com/creeksideconstructionco
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“An Employee Owned Company” 

RYBA MARINE CONSTRUCTION CO.  
Cheboygan, MI 

50 Highland Pike Road 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

Fax (231) 526-7753

(231) 526-7805
Cell (231) 838-1813 

mkselewski@charter.net
teddygriffins.com

Our newly renovated cabin resort 
offers 7 private 2-bedroom rental 
cabins, all located on the beautiful 
Sturgeon River in Indian River. 
Open May through October.

Reserve your getaway cabin now!

reedsontheriver.com

Fish outside the 
front door of your cabin!

Conveniently located 
off of I-75 making 
it easy for travelers 
visiting from lower 
Michigan and Ohio. 
Only a 7-hr. drive from 
Chicago & Wisconsin!

(231) 238-2299 
4179 S. Straits Hwy. 

Indian River, MI 49749
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Factory Trained Master & Certified Technicians
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Mercruiser • Evinrude • Volvo • Sun Chaser Pontoons • Wood Boat Specialists

FULL SERVICE MARINA SINCE 1938
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Northern Michigan’sNorthern Michigan’s
Favorite Gyros and Favorite Gyros and 

Greek CuisineGreek Cuisine

The people you know. The service you expect. 

It’s a Kring thing!
(231) 347-2585

NEW & USED SALES 
SERVICE - BODY SHOP - PARTS 

DETAILING - QUICK LUBE

1861 US 31 N • Petoskey • www.davekring.com 
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KIDS BRING NOISE, LAUGHTER, CURIOSITY & HEART. KIDS BRING NOISE, LAUGHTER, CURIOSITY & HEART.  

THEY TURN A REGULAR RACE INTO 
A MEMORY MAKING WEEKEND. 

THEY TURN THE RACERS 

INTO HEROES & BUILD THE 

FUTURE OF THE SPORT. 

THE SMILE ON 
A CHILD’S FACE 

SPREADS 
THROUGH THE 
WHOLE CROWD
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—2025—
J - Carson Fierek, Detour Village, MI
A - David Woodle, Jr., Groton, MA
15 - Jack Lyons, Marlborough, NH
25 - James Klein, Davisburg, MI
C - Chase Fairbairn, Harbor Springs, MI
D - Fred Hollerback, Alanson, MI

—2024—
J - Chase Tenbusch, Oxford, MI
A - David Woodle, Groton, MA
15 - Callie Shensky, Germantown, WI
25 - William Affholter, Bad Axe, MI
C - Chase Fairbairn, Harbor Springs, MI
D - Luke Bosker, Harbor Springs, MI

—2023—
J - Carson Fierek, Hessel, MI
AX - Ava Hearn, Chesterton, IN
A - Stephen McCourtie, Concord, MI
15 - Callie Shensky, Germantown, WI
25 - Dustin Fierek, Hessel, MI
C - Chase Fairbairn, Harbor Springs, MI
D - Luke Bosker, Harbor Springs, MI	

—2022—
JSR - Shelby Love, Thousand Oaks, CA
AXR - Mason Johnson, Cheboygan, MI
ASR - Johnny Wlodarski III, Newton, NJ
15SSR - Samantha Fairbairn, Alanson, 
MI
25SSR - Dustin Fierek, Detour Village, MI
CSR - Tim Ross, Waterford Twp., MI
DSR - Josh Pearson, Indian River, MI

—2021—
JSR - Elise Hearn, Valparaiso, IN
AXR - Logan McMullen, Wolverine, MI
ASR - John Wlodarski III, Newton, NJ
15SSR - James Klein, Davisburg, MI
25SSR - Dustin Fierek, Detour Village, MI
CSR - Tim Ross, Waterford Twp., MI
DSR - Josh Pearson, Berkley, MI

—2020—
JSR - Dominick Trolian, Milan, MI
AXR - Fredrick Hollerback II, Alanson, MI
ASR - Peter Lauer, Harbor Springs, MI
15SSR - Dylan Runne, Rumson, NJ
25SSR - Dustin Fierek, Detour Village, MI
CSR - Dustin Pearson, Mt. Pleasant, MI
DSR - Daniel Pearson, Harbor Springs, 
MI

—2019—
JSR - Emily Kerr, Flat Rock, MI
ASR - Stephen McCourtie, Las Vegas, NV
15SSR - Samantha Fairbairn, Brutus, MI
25SSR - Dustin Fierek, Detour Village, MI
CSR - Tim Ross, Waterford Twp., MI
DSR - Josh Pearson, Berkley, MI

—2018—
JSR - Nathan Kowalski, Presque Isle, MI
ASR - Stephen McCourtie, Las Vegas, NV
15SSR - Peter Lauer, Harbor Springs, MI
25SSR - Justin Giegler, Indian River, MI
CSR - Nick Jenkins, Dorr, WI
DSR - Nick Ladd, Alanson, MI
Bandit - Dan Collins & Jordan 
Nellenbach,  Grosse Ile, MI
Outlaw - William & Amanda Chernick, 
Carleton, MI
X- Kyle Yacko & Nikki Lezote,  Trenton & 
Lincoln Park, MI

—2017—
J-Emily Kerr, Flat Rock, MI
ASR -Peter Lauer, Harbor Springs, MI
BSR -Samantha Fairbairn, Alanson, MI
25SSR -Justin Giegler, Indian River, MI
CSR -Dustin Pearson, Indian River, MI
DSR -Josh Pearson, Berkley, MI
Bandit -Jake Jerge & Samantha 
Appleyard,  Milford, MI 
Outlaw-Raymond & Emily Crooks, South   
Rockwood, MI 
X-Jeff Howie & Steven Parsons, New 
Hudson, MI 

—2016—
J-Nathan Kowalski -Presque Isle, MI
ASR -Mac Pfalzer -Lake Forest,IL
BSR- James Klein -Davisburg, MI
25SSR -Justin Giegler -Indian River, MI
CSR -Tim Ross -Waterford Township, MI
DSR -Fred Hollerback -Alanson, MI
Bandit -K.Yacko/R. Anspach -Trenton/
Flatrock,MI
Outlaw -William & Amanda Chernick 
-Carleton, MI 
X- Steven & Lauren Hertz- Milford, MI

—2015—
J-Nathan Kowalski -Presque Isle, MI
ASR -TerryKerr -Flat Rock, MI
BSR -Peter Lauer -Harbor Springs, MI
25SSR -Brent Johnson- Atlanta, GA
CSR -Dustin Pearson -IndianRiver, MI
DSR -Fred Hollerbeck -Alanson, MI
Bandit -James Yacko & Stephanie 
Green - 
  Trenton & Southgate, MI
Outlaw -Lee & Ryan Hallenbeck - 
Wolverine, MI
X- John & Steve Heunick -Waterford &
  Lakeport, MI P750 - Peter Pulaski & 
Henry Alstadi -Dunstable & Sunderland, 
MA

—2014—
JClass -Alexander Deck
AXR -Leland Broge
ASR: Mackinnon Pfalzer
BSR -Amanda Hagerl
25SSR -Fred Hollerback
CSR -Tim Ross
DSR -Josh Pearson
Bandit -James Yacko/Jayson Greene
X- Leo & Ryan Hallenbeck

—2013—
AXR -Mackinnon Pfalzer -Lake Forest, 
IL-999V ASR -J.R. Broge -Wyandotte, MI
BSR -Amanda Hagerl -Brutus, MI -
25SSR -Peter Lauer -Harbor Springs, MI 
CSR -Tim Ross - Waterford Township, MI
DSR -Josh Pearson -Berkley, MI
BANDIT -James Yacko/Stephanie Greene 
-  Trenton Southgate, MI 

—2012—
JClass -Colin Smith-Jackson, MI 
ASR-TerryKerr -Flat Rock, MI 
BSR -Amanda Hagerl -Brutus, MI 
25SSR-RobWilkins -Indian River, MI
CSR - Dustin Pearson -Indian River, MI
DSR - Nick Ladd -Alanson, MI
BANDIT -Mike Green & Sally Johnson -
   Harbor Springs, MI -
21 XClass -John & Steve Heunick 
-Waterford, MI

—2011—
JSR -J.R. Broge Wyandotte, MI 
ASR -TerryKerr, Southgate, MI/ Lynne 
Blomberg, Harbor Springs, MI 
BSR -Chris Hagerl, Brutus, MI 
25SSR -Fred Hollenback, Alanson, MI 
CSR -Kurt Kovtun, Indian River, MI 
DSR-Josh Pearson, Berkley, MI 
BANDIT -Leo & Rob Hollenback, 
Wolverine, MI and Pellston, MI
OUTLAW -Tracy Phillips/Matt Cupps 
Harbor Springs, MI
Experimental -Hodorek & Kowalski
   St.Clair Shores, MI

—2010—
JSR -Katelyn Jewell
ASR-DanElliott
BSR -Brian Greenacre
25SSR -Charlie Smith
CSR -Mark Kurz
DSR-Josh Pearson
BANDIT -Charlie Brockway/Brian Dylhoff 
OUTLAW - Tracy Phillips/Matt Cupps
XClass Inflatables -Jeff Korpal/Josh 
Jaynes

—2009—
JSR -JRBroge, Wyandotte, MI
ASR -Nick Jenkins, Dorr, MI
BSR -GeneGreenacre, Alanson, MI
CSR -Tim Ross, Waterford Twp, MI
25SSR -Charlie Smith, Petoskey, MI
DSR -Josh Pearson, Berkley, MI
XClass Inflatables -Scot  & Ken 
Honeysette,Harbor Springs, MI & 
Alanson, MI
Bandit Inflatables -Mike Green, Harbor 
Springs, MI              
    & Sally Johnson, Lexington, KY
Outlaw Inflatables - Tracy Phillips & Matt 
Cupps,      Harbor Springs, MI

—2008—
JSR -Kyle Roskowski
ASR -Stephen McCourtie
BSR -Chris Hagerl
CSR -Kim Park
25SSR -Charlie Smith
DSR -Josh Pearson
XClass Inflatables -Scott Lauer & Sarah 
Bek Bandit Inflatables -Mike Green & 
Sally Johnson Outlaw Inflatables -Tracy 
Phillips & Matt Cupps 

— 2007 —
JSR -Peter Lauer
ASR -StevenMcCourtie
BSR -GeneGreenacre
CSR -Tim Ross. Waterford, MI
25SSR -Rick Dadd
DSR -Nick Ladd
XClass Inflatables - Bryan Lauer & 
Ken Honeysette Bandit Inflatables 
-Mike Green & Sally Johnson Outlaw 
Inflatables -Tracy Phillips & Matt Cupps 

— 2006 —
JSR -Steven McCourtie
ASR -Anne Blomberg
BSR -Chris Hagerl, Brutus, MI
CSR -Tim Ross, Waterford, MI
25SSR -Jamie Park, Sault Ste. Marie, ONT
DSR -Josh Pearson, Wixom, MI
XClass Inflatables - Bryan Lauer & Ken 
Honeysette Bandit Inflatables -Charlie 
Brockway & Kenampsell, Lawton, MI
Outlaw Inflatables -Tracy Phillips & Matt 
Cupps 

— 2005 —
ASR -Nick Jenkins, Dorr, MI
BSR -Chris Hagerl, Brutus, MI
CSR -Kim Parks, Sault Ste. Marie, ONT
    & Tim Ross, Waterford, MI
DSR -Wayne Blomberg, Harbor Springs, 
MI
JSR -Charlie Smith, Petoskey, MI
Bandit Inflatables -Charlie Brockway 
    & Ken Sampsell, Lawton, MI
Outlaw Inflatables -Tracy Phillips & Matt 
Cupps XClass Inflatables -Eric Meyers, 
Trenton, MI & Tony Bragadin

— 2004 —
ASR -Jamie Park, SaultSte.Marie, ONT
BSR -Chris Hagerl, Brutus, MI 
CSR -Tim Ross, Waterford, MI 
DSR -Nick Ladd, Alanson, MI
JSR -Charlie Smith, Petoskey, MI
25SSR -Andy Butterfield, Algonac, MI
Bandit Inflatables -Not available
Outlaw Inflatables -Bryan Lauer
    &Joe Wespiser, HarborSprings, MI
XClass Inflatables -Jim Hagerl  
& Sarah Bek, Brutus, MI & Harbor 
Springs, MI

— 2003 —
ASR -Chris Hagerl, Brutus, MI
BSR -Jim Hagerl, Brutus, MI
CSR -Tim Ross, Waterford, MI
DSR -Gordon Pearson, Indian River, MI
25SSR -Andy Butterfield, Algonac, MI
Bandit Inflatables -Charlie Brockway & 
Sarah Bek, Harbor Springs, MI
Outlaw Inflatables -Jeff Spencer & Gina 
Nutt, BayCity, MI
XClass Inflatables - George Cochran & 
Amanda Hagerl, E. Greenwich, R.I.& 
Brutus, MI 

— 2002 —
ASR -Wayne Peterson, Harbor Springs, 
MI
BSR -Brian Greenacre, Alanson, MI
CSR -Tim Ross, WaterfordTwp, MI
DSR -Todd Veum, Sault Ste. Marie, MI
25SSR -Andy Butterfield, Algonac, MI
Bandit Inflatables -Robert Fisher & Zach 
Stevely, Waterford, MI
Outlaw Inflatables -TracyPhillips&Paul 
Fairbairn, Harbor Springs, MI
XClass Inflatables - George Cochran & 
Brian Anderson, E. Greenwich, R.I.

— 2001 —
JSR -Amanda Hagerl, Brutus, MI
ASR -Wayne Blomberg, Harbor Springs, 
MI
BSR -Jim Hagerl, Brutus, MI
CSR -Dewey Ross, Union Lake, MI
DSR -Troy Bosker, Harbor Springs, MI
25SSR -Rob Wilkens, Holly, MI
Bandit Inflatables -BillJolly &Judie 
Rolewicz,Southgate, MI
Outlaw Inflatables -Bryan Lauer, Harbor 
Springs, MI 

— 2000 —
ASR -Wayne Peterson, Harbor 
Springs,MI
BSR- Mike Jodway, Redford, MI
CSR- Tim Ross, Waterford, MI
DSR- Josh Pearson, Wixom, MI
25SSR- Andy Butterfield, Algonac, MI
Bandit Inflatables - Blake Mossholder	
Mason, MI
Outlaw Inflatables - Matt Mertin 
Oshkosh, WI	

— 1999 —
ASR-Wayne Peterson, Harbor Springs, 
MI
BSR -Jim Hagerl, Brutus, MI
CSR -Tim Ross, Waterford, MI
DSR -Tracy Phillips, Harbor Springs, MI
25SSR -John Broge, Wyandotte, MI
Bandit Inflatables -Chad Cunningham & 
    Chris Davis, BayCity, MI
Outlaw Inflatables -Matt Mertin & 
    Jon Steiner, Oshkosh, WI
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— 1998 —
ASR -Steve Dawe, Indio, CA
BSR- BrianRose, Harrison Twp., MI
CSR -Tim Ross, Waterford, MI
DSR -Tracy Phillips, Harbor Springs, MI
JSR -Chris Hagerl, Brutus, MI
25SSR -AndyButterfield, Algonac, MI
Bandit Inflatables -Michael & 
  Chad Cunningham, Bay City, MI

— 1997 —
DSR -Tracy Phillips, Harbor Springs, MI
CSR-Tim Ross, Union Lake, MI
C2R - Paul Fairbairn, Harbor Springs, MI
25SSR -George Jenkins Jr., Dorr, MI
BSR -Jack McCourtie, Jackson, MI
ASR - Wayne Blomberg, Harbor Springs, MI
JSR -Chris Hagerl, Brutus, MI

— 1996 —
A-Wayne Peterson, Harbor Springs, MI
B-Jim Hagerl, Brutus, MI
C-George Jenkins Sr., Wayland, MI
C2 -Paul Fairbairn, Harbor Springs, MI
D-Tracy Phillips, Harbor Springs, MI
25SSR -Andy Butterfield, Algonac, MI

— 1995 —
A-George Jenkins Jr., Wayland, MI
B-Gene Greenacre, Alanson, MI
C-Josh Perason, Indian River, MI
D-Tracy Phillips, Harbor Springs, MI
25SSR -John Broge, Wyandotte, MI

— 1994 —
A - Wayne Blomberg, Harbor Springs, MI
B - Ed Hearn, Leesburg, IN
C - Mike Ross, Waterford, MI
D - Tom Fairbairn, Alanson, MI
25SSR - John Broge, Wyandotte, MI

— 1993 —
A - Richard Runne, Highlands, NJ
B - Cooper Jess, Ripon, WI
C - Mike Affholter, Lincoln Park, MI
D - Tom Fairbairn, Alanson, MI
25SS - John Broge, Wyandotte, MI

— 1992 —
A - Wayne Blomberg, Harbor Springs, MI
B - Cooper Jess, Ripon, WI
C - Mike Affholter, Lincoln Park, MI
D - Tom Fairbairn, Alanson, MI
25SS - Kerry Hamlin, Grass Lake, MI

—1991—
D - Matt Ladd, Alanson, MI
C - Mike Affholter, Lincoln Park, MI
A - Wayne Blomberg, Harbor Springs, MI
15 - Tom Spedding Jr. , Cheboygan, MI
25 - Vic Brinkman, Grass Lake, MI

—1990—
D - Tom Fairbairn, Alanson, MI
C - Mike Ross, Union Lake, MI
B - Ken Honeysette, Alanson, MI
A - Dave Dewald, Reading, PA
15 - Tim Ross, Union Lake, MI
25 - Bob Austin, Rumson, NJ

—1989—
A - Dave Dewald, Reading, PA
B - Ken Honeysette, Alanson, MI
C - Jeff Brewster, Ravenna, OH
D - Matt Ladd	 Alanson, MI
15 - Tim Ross	 Union Lake, MI
25 - Bob Austin, Rumson, NJ	

 —1988 —
D- Mike Ross, Union Lake, MI
C- Robert Smith, Oakton, VA
25- Bill Goggin, Alma, MI
B- Kurt McCourtie, Jackson, MI
A- Kevin Mallalieu, West Chester, PA
15- Randy Hippler, Warren, MI	

—1987 —
D- Mike Ross, Union Lake, MI
25- Robert Zilka, Gibraltar, MI
B- John Broge, Trenton, MI
A- Tom Ross, Union Lake, MI
15- Don Hagerl, Brutus, MI	

—1986 —
C- Ron Oswalt, Cheboygan, MI
A- Mike Ross, Union Lake, MI
15- Don Hagerl, Brutus, MI
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
25- Kurt McCourtie, Michigan Center, MI
C- Gordon Pearson, Indian River, MI
D- Tom Fairbairn, Alanson, MI

—1985 - NO RACE—
—1984—

D- Fred Schwartz, Detroit, MI
C- Mike Ross, Union Lake, MI
B- Scott Neal, Rumson, NJ
A- Jake Allen, Quincy, MA
15- Don Hagerl, Brutus, MI
25- Bill Allen, Quincy, MA	

—1983—
D- Dennis Blumke, Alanson, MI
C- Mike Ross, Houston, TX
B- Wes Raymal, Gross Pointe Shores, MI
A- Larry Herman, Detroit, MI
15- Don Hagerl, Brutus, MI
25- David Dewald, Reading, PA	

—1982—
D- Don Voisin, Charlevoix, MI
C- Mike Ross, Houston, TX
B- Wes Raymal, Gross Pointe Shores, MI
A- Larry Herman, Detroit, MI
15- Don Hagerl, Brutus, MI
25- David Dewald, Reading, PA	

—1981—
D- Don Voisin, Charlevoix, MI
C- Mike Ross, Union Lake, MI
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
A - Dale Vizina, Indian River, MI

—1980 —
D- Don Voisin, Charlevoix, MI
C- Matt Graves, Charlotte, MI
B- Tom Nuccio, Hazlet, NJ
A- Max McPeek, Grand Ledge, MI
15- Gladys Banting, Lincoln Park, MI
25- David Dewald, Reading, PA
35- Robert Smith, Alexandria, VA
	

—1979 —
D- Dwight Morin, Bay City, MI
C- Tom Fairbairn, Alanson, MI
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
A- Mac McPeek, Grand Ledge, MI
15- Jeff Molnar, Toledo, OH
35- Gary Mesick, Trenton, MI

—1978 —
D- Don Voisin, Charlevoix, MI
C- Mike Ross, Union Lake, MI
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
A - Max McPeek, Grand Ledge, MI

—1977—
D- Don Voisin, Charlevoix, MI
C- Mark Andreae, Orchard Lake, MI
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
15- Mike Ross, Union Lake, MI
A- Mac McPeek, Grand Ledge, MI
	 —1976—		
D- Don Voisin, Cheboygan, MI
C- Matt Graves, Charlotte, MI
B- Mike O’Brien, Michigan Center, MI
15- Mike Ross, Union Lake, MI
A- Max McPeek, Grand Ledge, MI

—1975-1974 - NO RACE—
	 —1973—		
D- Don Voisin, Cheboygan, MI
C- Jim Fermanberg, Trenton, MI
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
A- Max McPeek, Grand Ledge, MI
	 —1972—	
D- Tom Spedding, Cheboygan, MI
C- Don Voisin, Cheboygan, MI
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
A- Max McPeek, Grand Ledge, MI

—1971—
D- Bill Walters	Algonac, MI
C- Don Voisin	 Cheboygan, MI
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
A- Max McPeek, Grand Ledge, MI
	 —1970—
D- Bill Walters	Algonac, MI
C- Don Voisin	 Cheboygan, MI
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
A- Max McPeek, Grand Ledge, MI
36- John Finn, Muskegon, MI
	 —1969—
D- Bill Walters, Algonac, MI
C- Frank Glemger, Euclid, OH
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
A- Max McPeek, Grand Ledge, MI
36- John Finn Muskegon, MI

—1968—
D- Bill Walters	Algonac, MI
C- William Yates, Wicliff, OH
B- Vic Brinkman, Michigan Center, MI
A- Max McPeek , Grand Ledge, MI
36- Tom Spedding, Cheboygan, MI

—1967—
D- Bill Walters	Plymouth, MI
C- Jim Zimmerman, Inkster, MI
B- Jesse T. Hill	 Port Huron, MI
A- Dave Hoggard, Trenton, MI
36- Skip White, Saginaw, MI

—1966—
D- Ray Lenk	 Hickory Hills, IL
C- Don Hagerl Mullett Lake, MI
B- Jesse (Sam) Hill, Port Huron, MI
36- Jerry Van Conant, Royal Oak, MI
A- Tom Dunn	 Black Lake, MI

—1965—
AU- Jim Holden, Trenton, MI
BU- Chris White, Michigan Center, MI
CU- J. Nyle Stierna, Inkster, MI
DU- Gale Cummings, Berkley, MI
36- Bob Moore, Royal Oak, MI

—1964—
D- Ray Lenk	 Taylor, MI
36- Gerald Van Conant, Royal Oak, MI
C- Hunter Grimes, Alexandria Bay, NY
B- Fred Schwartz, Deteroit, MI
A- Gerald Gillespie, Toledo, OH

—1963—
D- Ray Lenk, Detroit, MI
36- Bob Moore, Royal Oak, MI
C- John Martenson, Detroit, MI
B- Robert Zilka, Wyandotte, MI
A- Thomas Tom, Ft. Wayne, IN

—1962—
D- Fred Andreae, Port Huron, MI
36- Gerald Van Conant, Royal Oak, MI
C- Al Meyer, Berkley, MI
B- Jess Hill, Port Huron, MI
A- Jim Hall, Eaton Rapids, MI

—1961—
D- James Andreae, Port Huron, MI
36- Robert Lienschow, Sycamore, IL
C- John Martenson, Dearborn, MI
B- Gene Hawthorne, Jr., Royal Oak, MI
A- Lloyd Harris	Oden, MI

—1960—
D- Ray Lenk, Detroit, MI
36- Bob Moore, Royal Oak, MI
C- Al Meyer, Berkley, MI
B- Fred Miller,	Trenton, MI
A- Chris White, Jackson, MI

—1959—
D- Ray Lenk, Detroit, MI
36- Bob Moore, Royal Oak, MI
C- Robert Smith, Jr., Dayton, OH
B- Gene Hawthorne, Royal Oak, MI
A- Bruce Alexander, Indian River, MI & 
Toledo, OH

—1958—
D- Ted Moberg, Wawatosa, WI
36- Ronald Rake, Springfield, OH
C- Robert Smith, Jr., Dayton, OH
B- Gene Hawthorne, Jr., Royal Oak, MI
A- John Ellenberger, Petoskey, MI

—1957—
D- Eddie Tom, Fort Wayne, IN
C- Butch Harold Hall, Eaton Rapids, MI
B- Jack McCourtie, Michigan Center, MI
A- Robert Stanley, Petoskey, MI

—1956—
D- Eddie Tom, Fort Wayne, IN
C- Carl Clark, Lincoln Park, MI
B- Gene Hawthorne, Detroit, MI
A- Jerry Van Amber, Lansing, MI

—1955—
D- Eddie Tom, Fort Wayne, IN
36- Robert Moore, Royal Oak, MI
C- (no C’s were run)	
B- Jerry Van Amber, Lansing, MI
A- Wm. R. Smith, Clio, MI

—1954—
D- Frank Huebner, Bay City, MI
C- (no C’s were run)	
B- Jerry Van Amber, Lansing, MI
A- Ted Moberg  West Alles, WI

—1953—
D- Robert Switzer, 21, McHenry, IL
C- Al Atkinson, Wyandotte, MI
B- John Mueller, Spring Lake, MI
A- John Ellenberger, Petoskey, MI

—1952—
D- Frank Huebner, Bay City, MI
C- Bill Magel, Jackson, MI
B- Bob Switzer, 20, McHenry, IL
A- Jerry Meach, 15, Traverse City, MI

—1951—
D- Chuck Wells, Bay City, MI
C- Bill Magel, Jr., Jackson, MI
B- Gene Hawthorne, Detroit, MI
A- Bob LaChapelle, Grosse Pt., MI

—1950—
D- Bill Berry, Grand Rapids, MI
C- Gene Hawthorne, Detroit, MI
B- Howard Belknap, Lansing, MI 
A- Ed Austin, Detroit, MI

—1949—
D- Lynn Crockett, Flint, MI
C- Bill Magel, Jr., Jackson, MI
B- Bill Neil, Columbus, OH 
A- Don Ockerman, Grand Rapids, MI
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A Community 
Tradition

Insurance by Burley 
remains a proud 
member of the 
Alanson community 
and we support local 
traditions such as 
the Top O’ Michigan 
Marathon.

With roots dating back to 1909, the Burley-Corneil Agency 
was established in 1967 and employed four Burley family 
members. The company grew over the years and in 1974, 
our name was changed to Insurance by Burley, and we 
established a second location in Harbor Springs. A sturdy 
100-year-old oak tree logo was selected to represent our 
strength, growth, and longevity.

Jack Burley  |  Competing in the X-Class in 1955

Jackay III  |  Jack’s Boat

Jackay III  |  Passing a line of spectator cars

321 S. Spring Street 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740

231-526-2123

6244 River Street 
Alanson, MI 49706

231-548-2211


